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2015 Clos Saint Jean Chateauneuf-du-Pape Vieilles Vignes

Coming from an old vine selection and a smaller production release for the US
market, the 2015 Chateauneuf-du-Pape Vieilles Vignes tastes like the classic
cuvée, only on steroids. Kirsch, loads of black and blue fruits, flowers and lavender
notes all emerge from this full-bodied 2015 that has fine, fine tannin, solid mid-
palate depth and a great finish. It certainly offers pleasure today, yet will keep for
10-15 years.

I've written so many glowing reviews on the wines of Clos Saint Jean | sometimes
feel like a broken record. Nevertheless, this estate continues to go from strength to
strength and has yet to make a misstep since I've been reviewing the wines. The
estate makes five separate red cuvees: a traditional cuvee based largely on Gr-
enache from all the estate parcels; a Vieilles Vignes cuvee that’s slightly more Gr-
enache dominated and from older vines (this cuvee is only for the US Market); the
Combe des Fous based on Grenache, Syrah and Vaccarése; the Sanctus Sancto-
rum which is 100% Grenache all from a single parcel in the la Crau lieu-dit; and
lastly the Deus Ex Machina which is a 60/40 split of Grenache and Mourvedre. Any
of the three special cuvees would suffice as a dessert island wine for yours truly.

- Jeb Dunnuck (10/19/2017)
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